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Objective for Today

Teachers will be able to:
Better accommodate for 

students who range in student 
levels, interests, strengths, 
weaknesses, and goals in 
English Language Arts.



What is it, and why use it?

 Differentiation means tailoring instruction to 
meet individual needs.

 Differentiated instruction aims to…
 Improve learning outcomes

 Increase engagement

 Increase self-awareness

 Help students learn more efficiently and with deeper 
understanding

 Inspire a love of learning

https://www.teachthought.com/pedagogy/what-is-differentiated-instruction/

https://www.teachthought.com/pedagogy/what-is-differentiated-instruction/


Ways to Differentiate



Readiness: READING



Readiness: READING
Grade Phonemic

Awareness
Phonics Fluency Comprehension

6th Rate= 120 WCPM Accuracy= 98%+ Retell= 32 words DAZE= 21+

5th Rate= 130 WCPM Accuracy= 99%+ Retell= 36 words DAZE= 24+

4th Rate= 115 WCPM Accuracy= 98%+ Retell= 33 words DAZE= 24+

3rd Rate= 100 WCPM Accuracy= 97%+ Retell= 30 words DAZE= 19+

2nd Rate= 87 WCPM Accuracy= 97%+ Retell= 27 words

1st Alphabetic
Principle
& Blending:
CLS=58,
WWR=13

Rate= 47 WCPM Accuracy= 90%+

K Phoneme Segmentation:
PSF=40
Phoneme Isolation:
FSF=30

Alphabetic
Principle:
CLS=28



Flexible Groups
Kindergarten Class, 

Grouped by very next 
foundational reading 

skill needed.



What should I DO during Small Group time?

 Kindergarten
Example



Flexible Groups
Upper-grade Class, 
Sorted strategically 

by fluency rate.



What should I DO during Whole Group time?

 2 Different Examples:
• Different levels of 

blending
• Varied levels of books 

for Dyad Reading



Readiness: WRITING, Pt. 1

Exploratory Stages= Student is learning to
use paper & pencil, with beginnings of ideas

Stage Drawing Letters Words & Directionality Sentences
4)
Emergent

Picture is still the main 
focus, and seems to tell a 
story

Student makes 
letter/sound 
connections

Attempts to produce words with
semi-phonetic (initial sound) or
phonetic (CVC) spellings; generally
uses correct directionality

Attempts sentences, 
but text is sometimes 
difficult to read

3)
Pre-
Conventional

Drawing has more detail Forms some 
random 
letters

2) 
Early Pre-
Conventional

Drawing has recognizable 
objects; student can usually 
describe the story behind the 
drawing

1)
Exploration

Scribbles or marks on paper 
without obvious meaning

The picture is the 
main focus for 

these first 4 stages.



Readiness: WRITING, Pt.2

Stages including Reasoning and
Idea Development

Stage
Words & Spaces Sentences Content Conventions Audience & Purpose

6)
Beginning

Grade-appropriate
Spelling is mostly 
correct

Several
simple
(subject-verb)
sentences

Adds Additional Details 
or reasons; Simple
Organization

Some simple 
conventions,
including capital letters
and end punctuation

Writes so others can 
read.

5)
Developing

Readable Text
with Words that
have meaning, but
are still spelled
phonetically;
Spaces and
Consistent
directionality

Limited
number of
sentences

Begins to develop a 
topic and connects
Details about the topic

Attempts punctuation
at times, but may be
wrong

Considers audience; 
writes so that others 
can read the text

The text is the main form 
of communication starting 

with these stages.



Readiness: WRITING, Pt.3

Stages including Reasoning and Idea Development, continued…

Remaining Stages
Sentences Content Conventions Audience & Purpose

Sophisticated

Novice

At each stage, 
continue to add
more variety of 
sentence length
and structure

•Focus on a topic
•Expand or explain ideas 
in more detail

•Experiment with word 
choice and voice

•Strengthen organization

Keep working on
punctuation & 
expand repertoire

Writes with the
audience and
purpose in mind.



Content
Examples of differentiating content at the 
elementary level include the following:
1) Using reading materials at varying readability 

levels;
2) Putting text materials on tape;
3) Using spelling or vocabulary lists at readiness 

levels of students;
4) Presenting ideas through both auditory and visual 

means;
5) Using reading buddies; and
6) Meeting with small groups to re-teach an idea or 

skill for struggling learners, or to extend the 
thinking or skills of advanced learners.

http://www.readingrockets.org/article/what-differentiated-instruction

http://www.readingrockets.org/article/what-differentiated-instruction


Ongoing Assessment



Progress Monitoring
“Your Students”…

MONITOR PROGRESS: Using weekly or bimonthly one minute 
assessments of oral reading fluency using unpracticed passages at a 
student's instructional level or goal level can be used by a teacher to 
make decisions about the effectiveness of an instructional program.

http://www.jhasbrouck.com/q_a.html

…Progress Monitoring Your 
INSTRUCTION.

Progress Monitoring

http://www.jhasbrouck.com/q_a.html


Process
Examples of differentiating process or activities at the elementary level 
include the following:
1) Using tiered activities through which all learners work with the 

same important understandings and skills, but proceed with 
different levels of support, challenge, or complexity;

2) Providing interest centers that encourage students to explore 
subsets of the class topic of particular interest to them;

3) Developing personal agendas (task lists written by the teacher and 
containing both in-common work for the whole class and work that 
addresses individual needs of learners) to be completed either 
during specified agenda time or as students complete other work 
early;

4) Offering manipulatives or other hands-on supports for students 
who need them; and

5) Varying the length of time a student may take to complete a task 
in order to provide additional support for a struggling learner or to 
encourage an advanced learner to pursue a topic in greater depth.

http://www.readingrockets.org/article/what-differentiated-instruction

http://www.readingrockets.org/article/what-differentiated-instruction


Product
Examples of differentiating products at the 
elementary level include the following:
1) Giving students options of how to express 

required learning (e.g., create a puppet show, 
write a letter, or develop a mural with labels);

2) Using rubrics that match and extend students' 
varied skills levels;

3) Allowing students to work alone or in small 
groups on their products; and

4) Encouraging students to create their own 
product assignments as long as the assignments 
contain required elements.

http://www.readingrockets.org/article/what-differentiated-instruction

http://www.readingrockets.org/article/what-differentiated-instruction


Interest Affects Motivation

https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/student-motivation/


Remember to…
Better accommodate for students who 
range in student levels, interests, 
strengths, weaknesses, and goals in English 
Language Arts, in order to:

 Improve learning outcomes

 Increase engagement

 Increase self-awareness

 Help students learn more efficiently 
and with deeper understanding

 Inspire a love of learning
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