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Today’s Learning Target:

• Teachers will be able to create Close Reading 
Lessons as grade level teams.

Success Criteria:
• Three Completed Lesson Plans that can be used 

during your first Reading Unit!



Agenda

1. Deconstruct Utah’s Reading Standards with Rachel
2. Comprehension Strategies with LuAnn
3. Close Reading Process with Kim

• Break

4. Separate K-2 and 3-6 for Guided Practice
• Lunch

5. Design 3 Lessons as a Grade Level Team



UTAH STATE
CORE STANDARDS FOR

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS (ELA)

From Paper to Practice



Objectives for this Section

Learners will be able to:

•Become more familiar with the structure
of the Utah Core Standards for ELA.

•Identify the attributes of the Reading 
Literature and Reading Informational 
Text Standards.



Structure of the Utah Core State Standards
The Utah Core State Standards divided into these strands:
▪Reading

▪Reading Literature

▪Reading Informational Text

▪Reading Foundational Skills (K-5)

▪Writing

▪Speaking & Listening

▪Language

Introducing each Strand are College and Career Readiness Anchor 
Standards (broad standards that describe what we hope all students 
are able to do by the time they enter college and/or career.)



Treasure Hunt

Directions:

Using the Utah Core State Standards for English Language 
Arts READING Strands, search to find the answers to the 
following 4 questions…

What’s more important: Knowing information, or 
knowing where to find information?

A question can be easily answered if you know 
who to ask or where to look.



What are the three types of Reading Strands in 
the K-5 grade group?

1. Literature 

2. Informational Text

3. Foundational Skills

Which one of the three types of Reading 
Strands found in the K-5 grade cluster do not 
exist in the 6-12 cluster? 

Foundational Skills



What does CCR stand for?

College and Career Readiness 

Remember that this is our goal: to prepare 
students for life outside the classroom.



What are the four specific clusters by which 
the first two standard strands are organized? 

1. Key Ideas and Details

2. Craft and Structure

3. Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

4. Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity



Where can we find the Utah ELA standards?

Google Search “Utah Core Standards”

UEN (Utah Education Network)

Granite Intranet- Elementary 
Language Arts

UTStandards App

Ask a knowledgeable colleague ☺

Where else?

https://www.google.com/search?safe=active&site=&source=hp&q=utah+core+standards&oq=utah+core+standards&gs_l=psy-ab.3..35i39k1j0l3.10263.13674.0.13747.22.20.0.0.0.0.147.1778.8j8.16.0....0...1.1.64.psy-ab..6.16.1774.0..0i20k1j0i67k1.pxbxlamL3PM
http://www.uen.org/core/
https://gsdsites.graniteschools.org/departments/instructionalservices/curriculum/literacy/Pages/Elementary Language Arts.aspx


Anchor Standards 
for Reading

(The same across all grade levels)



Each Anchor Standard has an accompanying 
grade-specific standard:



Grade Specific Standards
Each Standard is Identified by:
Strand, Grade, Cluster, Number, and Letter where applicable.

Reading Standards: Foundational Skills (K-5)
Kindergartners:

PRINT CONCEPTS
1. Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of print.

a. Follow words from left to right, top to bottom, and page by page.
b. Follow words from left to right, top to bottom, and page by page.
c. Understand that words are separated by spaces in print.
d. Recognize and name all upper- and lowercase letters of the alphabet.

K R.F 1 CC.K.R.F.1 Print Concepts: Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of print.

K R.F 1.a CC.K.R.F.1.a Print Concepts: Follow words from left to right, top to bottom, and page by page.

K R.F 1.b
CC.K.R.F.1.b Print Concepts: Recognize that spoken words are represented in written language by 
specific sequences of letters.

K R.F 1.c CC.K.R.F.1.c Print Concepts: Understand that words are separated by spaces in print.

Letter 

Number

Cluster
Grade

Strand



Vertical Alignment by Grade Level



Reflect on the Utah Core  Standards for ELA

Talk as a Table
Discuss with your table; come to a 
consensus on at least one of the following:
• One thing that you ALL already knew 

about the ELA standards, or
• One thing that was an “Aha” or surprising 

for ALL of you.



*Deconstruct…
“Deconstructing is the process of taking a broad standard and analyzing 
its components, then breaking the standard into smaller, more explicit 
instructional learning targets for use in daily teaching and classroom-
level assessment.”

Steps in the Deconstructing Process:

1. Identify the action required of the learner.

2. Identify the content in the standard.

https://www.mydigitalchalkboard.org/portal/default/Content/Viewer/Content?action=2&sciId=17347

https://www.mydigitalchalkboard.org/portal/default/Content/Viewer/Content?action=2&sciId=17347


Example:
Deconstructing Reading Anchor Standards

R.CCR.1: Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly 
and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual 
evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn 
from the text.

1. Highlight in green the key action words from the standard, OR 
make a bulleted list.

2. Write simplified student-friendly objectives that you can use 
with your lessons.



TRANSITION WRITE
ON THE RIGHT SIDE OF YOUR DOUBLE-ENTRY JOURNAL, ANSWER 
THE FOLLOWING:

• Why do we read?

• What do you already know about the reading process? Think about how your 

knowledge of the reading process drives your instruction.  Explain.



LEARNING TARGETS FOR THIS SECTION

• Content: Participants will be able to know how and when to use 

instructional reading strategies to promote student 

comprehension

• Language: Participants will read, speak, write and listen to 

information promoting strategies that will promote student 

comprehension



ANTICIPATORY QUESTIONS
GIVING STUDENTS A PURPOSE FOR THEIR READING

• Why was Glis fraper?

• What did Glis plimp?

• Who jibbled in the gorger when Glis sparved the binky?

• What did Farfle bof about the mardsan binky?

• Why didn't Glis whank Farfle his giberter?



BEFORE READING

• What do you as the teacher, need to know about your students prior to 

engaging in reading in the content area or in whole group reading instruction?

• What do you want them to learn?

• Are the students capable of being successful in the learning you are requiring?

• How will you scaffold the learning?



WHY DO WE USE PRE-READING STRATEGIES?

• to access background knowledge

• to set a purpose for reading

• to preview text features

• to get a sense of structure

• to get a sense of content 

• to build vocabulary

• to build student confidence

• to engage students



THINK ABOUT IT

• Reading comprehension is an extremely complex thinking process which 

requires students to take the written word and create meaning. To us, this may 

seem like second nature because we have been doing it so long that it is 

automatic. But, for students it takes a lot of time and PRACTICE to become 

successful. Reading comprehension is vital for success in school and life.  



PRE-READING GUIDELINES

• Teachers MUST read the text ahead of time to determine:

• purpose of the reading lesson

• student reading level and text difficulty

• how much pre-reading information should be used



PRE-READING GUIDELINES

• Teachers MUST consider the amount of time spent on pre-reading lessons.

• DO NOT over-scaffold so students don’t have the opportunity to experience the text

• Pre-reading activities should not last longer than the actual reading

• Pre-reading focus must be key to the text

• Be sure students still have a reason to read the text, don’t do all the work for them



PRE-READING GUIDELINES

• Pre-reading lessons should stimulate students’ curiosity so there is a desire to read

• Pre-reading lessons should not reveal information students could acquire by reading 

the text

• Pre-reading lessons can focus on words and concepts students are not likely to know 

or be able to determine from context clues



INSIDE/OUTSIDE CIRCLE

• Pick one pre-reading strategy

• Read the strategy close enough to be able to teach someone else 

about it

• Summarize it to each person you are partnered with in an 

inside/outside circle



REFLECTION

•What will you do to refine or add to 

the way you approach pre-reading 

lessons?



DURING READING

• “The purpose of reading, along with our personal beliefs, experiences, prior 

knowledge, and knowledge of the audience, govern our decisions about what 

is important in any given text, teachers simply serve as a guide.”

• Be that guide!

• From Mosaic of Thought



DURING READING 

•Comprehension strategies must be put into place to help 

students become more purposeful, active readers who are 

in control of their own reading comprehension. 



WHAT IS THE AUTHOR’S PURPOSE?

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ECE0I0AeXXE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ECE0I0AeXXE


TEXT STRUCTURE AND FEATURES: HOW THE AUTHOR 
BUILDS THE STRUCTURE TO FACILITATE UNDERSTANDING

• Fiction
• Genre

• Purpose (entertain)

• Aesthetic reading

• Facts embedded or inferred

• Organized with beginning-middle-end (sequencing)

• Read front to back

• Specific characters (description)

• Specific settings (description)

• Problem/solution (cause and effect)

• Description



TEXT STRUCTURE AND FEATURES: HOW THE AUTHOR 
BUILDS THE STRUCTURE TO FACILITATE UNDERSTANDING

• Expository Text (non-fiction)
• To inform or persuade

• Facts directly stated

• Can be read in pieces

• Organization structure and features

• Maps, charts, graphs, titles, headings, pictures, tables, summaries, conclusions

• Bolded and italicized key points

• Compare/contrast

• Description

• Sequencing

• Cause and effect 



HOW AN AUTHOR STRUCTURES THE TEXT HELPS THE 
READER TO MAKE SENSE OF THE INFORMATION

Cause and Effect Sequence

Compare and Contrast Problem/Solution Description

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiI56y-kobRAhVliVQKHR8OCGIQjRwIBw&url=http://weknowyourdreams.com/dominoes.html&psig=AFQjCNFJgmQ9BqU2DWfY3Nhur_1DV5ugYw&ust=1482439189186751


Strategy: purposeful plan to gain 

understanding

Skills: ability to increase 

comprehension as text 

structure is understood

Text Features: the way the author has structured the text to facilitate understanding



REFLECTION

What will you do to refine or add to 

the way you approach during-reading 

lessons?



AFTER READING

• After or post-reading strategies provide students a way to summarize, 

reflect, and question what they have just read. They are the core of good 

comprehension.

• This is the so, what.



AFTER READING STRATEGIES

• Double-entry journals

• Summarize

• Infer

• Connections

• Questioning (QAR)

• Because I know this, then this….

• If so, what now?



REFLECTION

•What will you do to refine or add to 

the way you approach after-reading 

lessons?



REFLECTION

*With a partner use the 3-2-1 strategy for your learning 

today.

*What will you do to refine or add to the way you 

approach during-reading lessons?



Objectives for this Section

Learners will be able to:
•Name the purposes of each of the three 
Close Reads.

•Describe what type of questions you would 
ask for each

•Share about sections of the “Close Read” 
Instructional Routine.



Begin with the End in Mind

Close Read Process
• What is it? Fist to 5 & KWL

• How to pronounce





Overview of the Close Read Process

3rd read

2nd read

1st read

How does the text work?

What does the text say?

What does the text mean?



Jigsaw Activity
• Make sure you are sitting in a grade 

level team. 

• We will assign your team a section 
from the “Close Reading” 
Instructional Routine, p.R53 from 
your packet.

• Read on your own, and then talk 
with your team about your section.

• Come up with one phrase or 
sentence that summarizes your 
section that you can share with the 
group.



If Time Allows…

• Model “Thinking Aloud” to 
plan/give a short Close Reading 
Lesson using the Instructional 
Routine, p.R54, and the text 
“The Empty Pot by Demi.


